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and on the other hand that the Government, in the interests of the general public,  was   determined to curtail their privileges, and, in its own interest, to confiscate their wealth.    The guilds, like the church, were discovering that they must yield   to  industrial  freedom  and  competition; even Queen Elizabeth, iu spite of  her strong will, had at last to give way in   the matter of monopolies.    In the  country, no less  than in the   towns,  good   old   customs,   which   had long since begun to corrupt the world, such as slovenly cultivation in common of old crops and old weeds by old methods, were beginning to yield to individual enterprise,  involving,  it is true, much hardship and social discomfort, but preparing the way for giving Britain the lead in agriculture; in short, from whatever point it is regarded, the sixteenth century showed signs of the breaking up of an old system, which rested on law, custom and superstition, and the appearance in its place, of the beginning of our modern world, with its freedom of contracts, and freedom of competitions.     The mediaeval edifice was full of cracks and seams, and the new treasure may be compared to villainous saltpetre, which, finding its way into these  cracks, regardless of all respect to antiquity, tumbled  down huge fragments and made the whole structure totter.    I trust  you  will  not think  this metaphor exaggerated, but we are so much accustomed to hear